
The City of Williamsburg is updating its Comprehensive Plan. The purpose of the plan is to guide
decisions in the community over the next 20 years. This survey is an important opportunity for
residents and other stakeholders to contribute their thoughts and opinions on a range of topics
related to the growth of the community. We are looking forward to the input of all households in the
survey. A few minutes of your time will help impact the future of our community. 

Introduction

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey

These questions will help us understand how well the survey responses represent the overall
population of the community.

Respondent Profile
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1. What is your age?

<20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70 and older

2. What is your gender?

Male

Female

 0 1 2 3 4 5
6 or

more

0 - 5 yrs

6 - 17 yrs

18 - 34 yrs

35 - 49 yrs

50 - 64 yrs

65 and older

3. How many people in each of the following age groups live in your
household, including yourself?

1



4. What occupations are household members employed in? (Select all that apply.)

Farming

Education - Instructor & Admin

Student

Manufacturing

Sales

Health Care Industry

Government

Management

Homemaker

Service

Transportation

Retired

Unemployed

Volunteer

 Less than 1 Year 1-5 Years 6-10 Years 11-25 Years More than 25 Years

In the City
of Williamsburg

In the Unincorporated
Area of  Iowa County

In another Community in
Iowa County

Outside of Iowa County

5. In what community do you currently live, and how long have you lived there? (Check one)

6. Where did you live prior to living in Williamsburg?

Another community in the area

Outside the area

I don't live in Williamsburg

Have always lived here

Rural Iowa County
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7. How long do you expect to continue living in Williamsburg?

Less than 1 year

1-3 years

4-10 years

More than 10 years

The rest of my life

8. Please indicate up to five types of recreation amenities that you would like to see expanded or improved
in Williamsburg either by the city or by the private sector.
*

Playgrounds

Baseball/softball diamonds

Soccer fields

Football fields

Basketball courts

Volleyball courts

Tennis courts

Pickleball courts

Horseshoe courts

Bocce ball courts

Bike trails

Walking trails

Mountain biking trails

ATV trails

Snowmobile trails

Golf courses

Disc (frisbee) golf courses

Skate parks

Dog Park

Ice skating/hockey rink

Snowshoeing trails

X-Country skiing trails

Picnic areas

Indoor recreation facilities

Recreational programming

Nature preserves

Community gardens

Camping areas

Indoor Pool

Outdoor Pool

Splash park

Indoor soccer

Indoor tennis

Indoor basketball

Weightlifting and fitness centers

Outdoor fitness courses/stations

9. Would you like to answer additional survey questions on quality of life, housing, city facilities and
services, transportation, economic and land use development before exiting this survey?

Yes

No

Quality of Life

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey
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10. What are the three most important reasons you and your family choose to live in the
Williamsburg area?
*

Agriculture

Appearance of homes

Community services

Near job/work here

Property tax rates

Quality neighborhood

Cost of housing

Quality schools

Recreational opportunities

Low crime rate

Urban/City atmosphere

Small Town/Rural atmosphere

Natural beauty of area

Near family and friends

Raised here

Quality of public services

    

11. Overall, how would you rate the quality of life in the Williamsburg area?

Excellent Good Fair Poor Not sure

   

12. Over the past 10 years has the quality of life in Williamsburg:

Improved Stayed the same Worsened Not sure

   

13. Over the next 10 to 20 years do you expect the overall quality of life in Williamsburg will?

Improve Stay the same Worsen Not sure

14. Please indicate your top four changes you think would improve the quality of life in the Williamsburg
area.
*

Improve K-12 education

Improve post-secondary education opportunities

Improve recreational facilities

Increase diversity of housing types

Increase affordability of housing

Improve road infrastructure

Improve utility service (including telecommunications)

Increase employment opportunities

Expand retail shopping options

Improve community services

Improve quality of housing

Improve public safety

Improve bike and pedestrian facilities

Improve public transit

Decrease taxes and fees

Community Facilities and Services

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey
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 Excellent Good Fair Poor Not Sure

Ambulance Service

Fire Protection

Garbage Collection

Park and Recreation
Facilities

Law Enforcement

Public Library

Public School System

Recycling Program

Snow Removal

Storm Water
Management

Yard Waste Disposal
Options

Street and Road
Maintenance

Cable /
Telecommunications

Programs for youth

Programs for seniors

15. From your experience, please rate the following services in Williamsburg.
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 More $ Same $ Less $ No Opinion

Police Services

Fire and Emergency
Services

Library Services

General Community-
wide Clean-up, etc.

Arts/Culture Program
Funding

Parks Facilities

Recreational Programs

Affordable Housing

Historic Preservation

Programs for the
Seniors

Programs for Youth

Economic Development

16. The City of Williamsburg supports many public services with a limited budget. How would you like the
city to prioritize spending on these services? Please indicate your spending preferences based on your
satisfaction with these public services.

17. Developers should be required to provide neighborhood park or other recreational facilities as part of
subdivision approval.

Agree

Disagree

Transportation

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey

     

18. What is the approximate distance of your commute to work (each way)?

<5 miles 5-10 miles 11-15 miles >15 miles None-work from home None-retired

None-unemployed
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19. Assuming a safe route, what do you consider a reasonable distance to walk to a park?

1/4 mile or less

1/2 mile or less

1 mile or less

Not sure

20. Assuming a safe route, what do you consider a reasonable distance to walk to daily retail needs
businesses?

1/4 mile or less

1/2 mile or less

1 mile or less

Not sure

 Excellent Good Fair Poor Not Sure

State Highways

County Roads

Local Streets

Sidewalks

Bike Trails

Public Transportation
Services

21. Rate the following in Williamsburg:

22. Please indicate the importance to you of the following transportation investments in the next 10 years.
Please rank the investment most important to you FIRST (#1), and the investment least important to you
LAST (#5).

Maintenance of existing roads

Improvements/expansion of existing roadways

Improvements to bicycle facilities (bike lanes, trails, etc.)

Improvements to pedestrian facilities (sidewalks, trails, etc.)

Improvement to public transportation services

7



Economic Development

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey

23. Where is your place of employment?

City of Williamsburg

City of Iowa City

City of Cedar Rapids

City of Coralville

Iowa County (not in prior listed communities)

Johnson County (not in prior listed communities)

Linn County (not in prior listed communities)

Oustide of Linn, Johnson and Iowa Counties

I work at/from Home

I'm Retired

I'm Unemployed

Other

24. In your opinion, how would you describe the availability of employment opportunities in Williamsburg?

Plentiful

Adequate

Lacking

Not Sure

    

25. How secure do you believe your employment opportunities to be over the next 3-5 years?

Secure Somewhat secure Insecure Not sure I'm retired

   

26. Do you believe Williamsburg should commit funding to retain, attract or grow private sector businesses
and jobs in the community?

Yes No Not sure No opinion
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 Yes No It Depends

For residential
development

For retail businesses

For non-retail employers

In the Downtown area

On vacant infill sites
outside the Downtown
area

On undeveloped land
(e.g. farmland)

Not Sure

27. Should Williamsburg offer financial incentives to encourage private sector development and investment?

 

28. Do you own or operate a business in the area?

Yes No

29. Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: Williamsburg is a good place to
start a business."

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Not Sure
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 Support Oppose Not Sure

Transport industrial
(warehousing,
distribution centers, etc.)

Light manufacturing
(product assembly,
product fabrication, etc.)

Heavy manufacturing
(primary manufacturing
such as foundries, etc.)

High-technology
manufacturing

Intensive agricultural
operations (e.g. “factory”
farms or egg processing
plants, etc.)

Non-intensive
agricultural related
businesses (implement
dealer, etc.)

30. Do you support or oppose the development of the following types of industrial establishments in
Williamsburg ?

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Unsure

Workforce with needed
skills to fill jobs

Having enough workers
to fill jobs

Having enough family-
supporting jobs for
workers

Support for business
development

Retention of existing
businesses

Community marketing

Retail options

Restaurant options

31. How would you rank the quality of each of the following regarding Williamsburg 's economic
development/business environment?

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey
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Retail Services

32. In your opinion, how would you describe the availability of places to shop or dine in Williamsburg?

Plentiful

Adequate

Lacking

Not Sure

33. On average during the past year, how often did you leave the Williamsburg area to intentionally shop or
visit specific stores or restaurants?

Weekly

Biweekly

Monthly

Quarterly

Less than four times in the past year

 Need More Have Enough Have too much Not Sure

Downtown retail
shopping/services

Downtown restaurants

Convenience
retail/services in/near
my neighborhood

Department and general
merchandise stores

Boutique and specialty
retail stores

Apparel and shoe stores

Hardware and building
supply stores

Fast-food restaurants

Sit-down restaurants

Grocery stores

34. Please share your opinions about the supply of various retail and service businesses in the
Williamsburg area.
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NA - no
spending on

this 0-10% 10%-30% 30%-50% 50%-70% 70%-90% 90%-100%

Grocery

Non-grocery retail

Gasoline

Restaurant/Cafe

Tavern/Bar

Personal Care (e.g.
barber or salon)

Professional Services
(e.g. plumber or
insurance agent)

35. Please consider your use of the following business types and estimate the percentage of your total
annual spending in each category that is spent with Williamsburg businesses.

Housing

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey

36. What type of dwelling do you live in?

Farmstead

Single-Family Home

Mobile Home

Unit in a duplex

Unit in a building with 3+ units

Unit in an assisted living facility

 

37. Do you rent or own your dwelling?

I own my home I rent or lease my home
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38. What condition is your dwelling in?

Excellent

Good

Fair / Needs a few repairs

Poor / Needs many and/or major repairs

39. How satisfied are you with your current home and property?

Very Satisfied

Satisfied

Somewhat Satisfied

Somewhat Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied

 Highly influential Influential Somewhat Influential Barely Influential Not at all Influential

Safety/low crime

Schools

Price/affordability

Easy access to
shopping and/or
entertainment

Easy access to
recreation
opportunities

Privacy/seclusion

People/neighbors

Low traffic

40. Please rate the influence of the following factors in your decision to live where you live right now

13



 Need More Have Enough Have too much Not Sure

Single-family housing

Mobile home parks

Duplexes (2 units)

Apartments
(studio/efficiency)

Apartments (1-2
bedrooms)

Apartments (3+
bedrooms)

Townhomes and
condominiums

Affordable housing

Senior condominiums
and apartments

Assisted living facilities

Starter (first time buyer)
homes

Executive (high-end)
homes

Downtown upper-story
living

41. Please share your opinions about the supply of various housing types in the Williamsburg area.

42. Which of the following aspects of housing is most important to improve in the Williamsburg area?

Housing supply (mix)

Housing cost

Housing quality

Housing availability

No opinion
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 Poor Fair Good Excellent

Housing stock quality

Housing options

Affordability

Proximity to needed
goods and services

43. How would you rank the quality of each of the following?

 Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Not Sure

As infill within the City of
Williamsburg

Within or adjacent to
existing city land

Adjacent to the city but
annexed in

Away from active farm
operations

Anywhere there is a
suitable site for
development

44. For Williamsburg, new residential development should be located:

Land Use and Development

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey
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 Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion

Access to parks

Number of street trees

Signage control (size
and location of signs)

Noise control

Lighting control

Aesthetic design of new
development

Property
upkeep/cleanliness

45. How do you rate the following aspects of Williamsburg?

46. New development to accommodate future residential growth in the region will include a variety of unit
types and lot sizes. Please rank the following types of residential development. The development type that
you think should be most common among new development in Williamsburg should be ranked FIRST (#1),
and the type that you think should be least common among new development in Williamsburg should be
ranked LAST (#8).

Multi-unit condos or apartments, 10+ units

Multi-unit condos or apartments, 3-9 units

Duplexes

Single family detached homes on lots between 60 and 90 feet (smaller than 1/4 acre)

Single family detached homes on lots between 90 and 120 feet wide (1/4 acre to 1/2 acre)

Single family detached homes on lots between 1/2 acre and 5 acres

Single family detached homes on lots larger than 5 acres

Mobile homes
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 Strongly Support Support Neutral Oppose Strongly Oppose

New rural
neighborhoods (not
within Williamsburg)

New suburban
neighborhoods
(including uniform
residential unit
types/sizes)

New mixed-use
neighborhoods
(including a variety of
residential unit
types/sizes within a 15
minute walk of daily
retail needs)

Infill development in
existing city
neighborhoods
(redevelopment of older
residential areas or
vacant lots for higher
density development)

New Mixed-use
buildings (ground floor
retail and upper story
residential)

47. Please indicate your support for the following options for new residential development in the region.

48. From the following list, what types of new housing and neighborhoods should be
developed? (Select all that apply)

Small lots (under 10,000 sq. ft.)

Medium lots (10,000 to 15,000 sq. ft.)

Large lots (over 15,000 sq. ft.)

A mix of lot sizes

Only single-family residential

A mix of single-family and multifamily residential

A mix of residential and small businesses

With sidewalks

With recreational trails and open space

With parks within walking distance of residents
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49. Over the past five years, how much growth do you think Williamsburg has experienced?

A great deal of growth

Some growth, but not a lot

Almost no growth at all

Not sure

50. How would you direct your city leaders with regard to land use policies and regulations?

Be LESS restrictive; allow MORE flexibility for where and how land may be used and developed

Be MORE restrictive; allow LESS flexibility for where and how land may be used and developed

Current policies are okay

Not Sure

51. Current land use regulations have done an effective job in minimizing land use conflicts in Williamsburg.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Not sure

 Very Important Somewhat Important Not Important At All

Preserving small
town character and
scenery

Attracting industry and
potential jobs

Preserving agricultural
land and production

Increased renewable
energy production

Protecting existing
residential areas

52. Whenever a development project is proposed, be it new homes, new commercial or manufacturing
uses, or mining or energy uses, city leaders must balance competing interests. Please indicate the
importance of each of the following to you:
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53. From the following list, what type of development would you support and want Williamsburg to focus
upon? (Select all that apply)

Be a full service community where all work, shopping, service, housing, and healthcare needs can be met.

Focus on becoming a business based community.

Be a suburban "bedroom" community for the regional area that is primarily a residential community with few industries and limited
commercial services.

Focus some effort on expanding business opportunities along major transportation routes.

Focus on becoming a destination community with a unique niche.

Agricultural & Natural Resources

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey

 Very Important Somewhat Important Not Important Not Sure

Air quality

Farmland

Wildlife habitat

Forests / woodlands

Groundwater

Cultural / historic sites &
buildings

54. Please share your opinion on how important it is to protect each of the following resources in
Williamsburg.

 Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Not Sure

Surface water (streams,
rivers, ponds, lakes)

Groundwater

Forests & woodlands

Highly erodible soils

Floodplains

55. In your opinion, current environmental policies and regulations in Williamsburg adequately protect the
following environmental areas from damage or disruption:
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 Support Oppose Not Sure

Increased regulations on
the use of pesticides and
fertilizers near the City

Increased regulations
regarding the
development near
streams and water
bodies

Closer monitoring of
private septic systems

More regulations to
protect agricultural lands
from development

Better enforcement of
existing laws and
regulations

56. Initiatives to protect and improve the natural environment sometimes include increased monitoring and
regulation efforts. Would you support or oppose the following efforts?

57. Current park and outdoor recreational facilities around Williamsburg currently meet your needs:

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Not Sure

Thank you for taking this survey and assisting the City of Williamsburg in updating
the comprehensive plan!

Thank you!

Williamsburg Comprehensive Plan Survey
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